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Andy Goldsworthy’s co-exhibitor at Boutwell Draper is Sydney Photographer Murray Fredericks, 
known for his black and white pictures of mountains and wilderness. In his series Salt: Lake 
Eyre Photographs 2005, Fredericks has moved out of Ansel Adams territory and into a world 
where the abiding genius would be someone like Hiroshi Sugimoto, the Japanese photographer 
who specialises in blank, misty shots of the sea. In other words he has moved into the world of 
contemporary art.

Like Sugimoto, Fredericks’s subject is the void. He presents vast empty vistas of Lake Eyre, taken at 
different times of day, in different climatic conditions. The idea is simple, but the results are amazing. 
Above all, it is the colour that will stop viewers in their tracks – fields of pale blue above a wisp of 
white earth; a glowering darkness with filaments of golden light shimmering on the horizon.

There are reds, blues, greens and yellows that look like they were created in the painters studio, 
Fredericks achieves these effects by  a printing process that uses pure pigment on cotton rag paper. 
They are literally pictures of nothing, but nothing has never looked so good.
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